THEFT FROM AUTO - | T COULD HAPPEN TO YOU!

In recent years, the crinme of Theft From Auto has becone a significant problemnot only in the
City of Philadelphia, but in all major cities and suburbs across the country. There are nmany
reasons for the increase in this type of crimnal activity, however, the focus of this bulletin
wi |l be awareness and tips on prevention, in order to mninmze the instance of this crine.

YOU PROVI DE THE "W NDOW OF OPPORTUNI TY FOR THE THI EF!

(Think of your car as an open display!)

What is the thief after? Anything, anything that is visible inside of your car. You have to
think of your car as a open display, and it is. Anyone wal king down the street can |l ook into you
car (open display) and practically see everything that you left inside. |If something |eft inside
of you car (open display) even appears to be remptely valuable, the thief will then weigh his or
her chances of getting caught, and make a decision. W shall call this "w ndow shoppi ng" by the
crimnal who is |looking for an opportunity. GET INTO THE M ND- SET THAT A PARKED CAR | S NOT SAFE
ANYWHERE

You woul dn't | eave your val uabl e possessi on outside of your home on the sidewal k, would you? You
shoul d keep in mnd, you have the same |evel of security expectation with anything left in you
car. Take away the tenptation by renoving val uable contents and, in nmpst cases, your car will be
passed by!

HOW DOES THE THI EF GET | NTO YOUR CAR?

Al t hough there are a nunber of sophisticated ways a thief can use to enter your car, we wll focus
on the nost frequent nethod, BREAKING THE WNDOW This can be done in many ways, a rock, a
hamrer, a quick el bow or kick, let your imagination run wild. It takes only a few seconds to
break the wi ndow, and a few nobre seconds to reach in and take your val uabl e possessions. You are
then left with the expense of replacing the window, and the |oss of your property.

WHAT | S THE THI EF AFTER?

Al t hough an argument can be nmade that thieves are out to renopve your car's sound system or the
contents of the glove compartnent, this is not always true. GCetting into a car to renbve a stereo
takes time, this thief is a nervous individual who doesn't want to get caught, minim zing the
chances of arrest. In nost of the reported cases of theft fromauto, valuable contents left in
plain view was the target of the thief. Leaving valuables in plain view, attracts thieves by
maki ng your car a desirable target. Here is an exanple: At the top of the list of itens stolen
from cars here in Philadel phia, is the popular CELLULAR CAR PHONES. Could this have been
prevented? You bet!

VWHAT CAN BE DONE TO M NIM ZE THEFT FROM AUTO?

First, we all nust realize that this crinme can happen anywhere, on parking |lots, driveways and at
curbside. Secondly, renenber, ANYONE can see through auto glass easily, DON T LEAVE ANYTHI NG I N
PLAIN VIEW Park in well lighted areas. Lock valuables in the trunk, tenmporarily. It is not
recommended | eavi ng you val uabl e possessions | ocked in the trunk overnight.

If parking in unfamliar neighborhoods, or shopping areas, take a mnute to check that al
val uabl es are out of sight, or renoved, before your arrival. Renmenber to |ock your car doors,
cl ose wi ndows and take your keys! Use a visible anti-theft deterrent such as a steering whee

| ocking club device. |If you have a car alarm use it. NEVER EVER LEAVE CAR RUNNI NG OR LEAVE
CH LDREN IN CAR! It only takes a minute to safeguard your valuables. Mke this a part of your
daily routine.

Remenber to call 9-1-1 in Philadel phia to report suspicious activity, or a crine.

For Further Information Contact:
Li eut enant John Wl ker #207



